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Synopsis

From anthrax to asbestos to pesticides, industrial toxins and pollutants have troubled the world for
the past century and longer. Environmental hazards from industry remain one of the world’s
foremost killers. Dangerous Trade establishes historical groundwork for a better understanding of
how and why these hazards continue to threaten our shrinking world. In this timely collection, an
international group of scholars casts a rigorous eye toward efforts to combat these ailments.
Dangerous Trade contains a wide range of case studies that illuminate transnational movements of
riskofrom the colonial plantations of Indonesia to compensation laws in late nineteenth century
Britain, and from the occupational medicine clinics of 1960s New York City to the burning of
electronic waste in early twenty-first century Uruguay. The essays in Dangerous Trade provide an
unprecedented broad perspective of the dangers stirred up by industrial activity across the globe, as

well as the voices raised to remedy them.
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Customer Reviews

"Dangerous Trade is an audacious book that incorporates multiple themes, areas, and periods...The
case studies laid out in the chapters and synthesized in the conclusion offer a number of
provocative and useful ways to deepen and rethink business, labor, environmental, industrial,
social, medical, and transnational histories. The book also implicitly suggests ways that humans can
continue to challenge the industrial hazards that are poisoning their bodies, their communities, and

their planet." A A Aviva Chomsky, Pomona College"[A] compelling collection of essays that



provides integral groundwork for understanding our contemporary globalized industrial hazards....
These essays show the challenges confronting our contemporary globalized industrial hazard
situation including scientific and lay knowledge production and the translation of resistance to
regulation.... Together these essays provide an important foundation for looking at industrial
hazards on a larger geographic scope and through a wider interdisciplinary lens."-Environmental
History "The authors’ backgrounds run the gamut from anthropology to medicine, so the authors
offer diverse perspectives on both the history of industrial pollution and the current state of these
problems across the globe. The nations discussed range from developing countries like Malaysia,
Nigeria, and Mexico to more developed nations like France, Spain, and ltaly. The array of problems
considered is also broad, including, for example, rubber plantations, liquefied natural gas, oil,
asbestos, and mercury. This book is a fine account of some international problems in industrial
health and is especially valuable for undergraduate collections that support environmental
programs. Summing Up: Highly Recommended." -CHOICE "No other work addresses industrial
hazards with such geographic breadth and historical depth. Together, the essays in Dangerous
Trade offer a damning indictment of capitalism’s impact on working people and the environments in
which they have labored and lived. Just as importantly, Dangerous Trade also makes a compelling
case regarding the role of workers’ movements in improving public health in and beyond the
workplace. This book, in short, offers something new to a range of practitioners and

academics."-Thomas Andrews, University of Colorado at Boulder
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